VI A FACSI M LE (305) 347-4852
Novenber 18, 2004

Juan Kuryl a

Assi stant Director
Seaport Depart nment
1015 N. Anerican Wy
2" Fl oor

Mam , FL 33132

RE: REQUEST FOR ADVI SORY OPI NI ON 04-
195( Corr ect ed)

Dear M. Kuryl a:

| received your request for an advisory
opi ni on regardi ng whet her the Seaport may
accept tickets to a charitable cruise that is
underwritten by Cari bbean Cruise Lines. Due
to the fact that the Ethics Comm ssion is not
meeting during the nonth of Novenber, the
Chai rperson of the Ethics Conmm ssion and |
reviewed this matter. Please contact ne if
you want this matter placed on the Ethics
Comm ssion’ s Decenber agenda.

In your letter, you advised ne that for
several years, the Seaport has paid five

t housand dollars to serve as one of the
sponsors for a United Way event for Cam || us
House. The sponsorship is paid out of the
Seaport’s pronotional budget. One of the
benefits provided to sponsors has been a
table at a gala dinner for Cam || us House.
The President of Carnival Cruise Lines
spear heads the event. Carnival Cruise Lines
is a tenant of the Seaport.

This year, Carnival Cruise Lines has offered
one of its ships for an overnight cruise to



event sponsors. As a sponsor, the Seaport
will receive four cabins or |odging for eight
guests. The Seaport will send you, the
Director and two Port custonmers as your
guests.

The Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics
ordi nance permts you and the Port Director
to accept the sponsorship and use two of the
four cabins. The cabins would be considered
gifts to the Director and yourself. Section
2-11.1(e) (1) defines a gift as “the transfer
of anything of econom c value, whether in the
form of noney, service, |oan, travel

entertai nment, hospitality, itemor promse
or in any other formw thout adequate and

| awf ul consideration.” Since you and the
Director are receiving the trip w thout

| awf ul and adequat e consi deration, the cruise
is agift under the code. The code permts
enpl oyees to accept gifts as long as the gift
is not received in exchange for an official
action that was taken or could be taken by
the recipient. Therefore, you may accept the
gi ft but you nust disclose the value of the
cruise as a gift.

Moreover, as long as Carnival Cruise Lines is
only a tenant of the Seaport and does not
provi de services to the county as a vendor

t he acceptance of the cruise does not violate
the county’s ban on acceptance of travel from
vendors. Section 2-11.1(w) provides that
“notw t hst andi ng any ot her provision of this
section, no person included in subsection
(b)(1) (Mayor and

comm ssi oners), (b) (5) (depart nent al

per sonnel ) and(b) (6) (enpl oyees) shall accept,
directly or indirectly any travel expenses
including but not limted to transportation,

| odgi ng, neals, registration fees and

i ncidentals fromany county contractor,
vendor, service provider, bidder or proposer.
Therefore, you may accept the overnight trip
from Carnival Cruise Lines as long as the
conpany is not a vendor of M am -Dade County.



Accordingly, the Conflict of Interest and
Code of Ethics ordinance permts you and the
Director to attend the overni ght cruise and
invite Seaport custonmers as your guests.
However, you and the Director nust report the
value of the cruise as a gift on your
quarterly gift disclosure form

Thi s opi ni on construes the M am - Dade
Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics

ordi nance only and is not applicable to any
conflict under state |aw. Pl ease contact the
State of Florida Comm ssion on Ethics if you
have any questions regardi ng possible
conflicts under state | aw.

| f you have any questions regarding this

opi nion, please call the undersigned at (305)
350- 0616 or Robert Meyers, Executive Director
at (305) 579-2594.

Si ncerely Yours,

ARDYTH WALKER
Staff General Counsel



